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No. 98.   To EDWARD WHELER Esq;
Sir,

I MOST heartily congratulate you on the success of our arms in the conquest
of Pateeta, for the .particulars of which I refer you to the enclosed letter from
Major Popham. I understand that large reinforcements both from Lutteefpoor
and Ramnagur opposed him in the field. It was intended to attack both Pateeta
and Lutteefpoor at the same time, and the former by an instant assault. Major
Crabb with a strong detachment appointed for the latter service marched on the
night of the 15th by a large and, as it has since appeared, scarce practicable cir-
cuit towards a pass which lies behind, or to the south of Lutteefpoor. A letter
received this morning mentions his arrival on the plain which adjoins to the pass,
after a march of three days, instead of one as was expected. It is the road^to
Bidjeygur, and said to be the repository of all the Rajah's ammunition. Major
Popham inarched at two of the same night; nor did he reach his ground with
his whole line until ten, and then found the place too strong to attempt it with-
out a regular ^approach and battering cannon. It fell at six this morning. I re-
gard this victory as a decisive turn of our public influence; but the greatest pro-
portion of my joy is derived from the consideration that it was gained with little
bloodshed, an advantage which I attribute, as I expected it, to the superior skill
and known composure, nor less humanity of Major Popham. Major Crawford
arrived here yesterday morning much harassed, but without loss or impediment
on his way.

I have the honor to be &c.

CHUNARGUR 20th September 1781,

WARREN   HASTINGS.

No. 99.   To the Hon'ble Warren Hastings Esq;
Governor General 8?c*

Hon'ble Sir,

AS my answer to your favor of the 18th, which I did not receive until the
23d, the day I wrote the reply, and also my answer to Major Palmer's let-
ter dated the 17th, which I received the 21st in the morning and answered i1
directly, are stopped at Buxar with the other letters, I have engaged two people
to whom I am to give one thousand Rupees to deliver this, and bring an answei
from Chunargur. Should they get safe you may, Sir, intrust them with anj
letters, and I will forward them. Major Crawford's "2d battalion, togethe
with the Major, marched from hence the 22d in the morning. I immediately
sent orders to Captain Maxwell to cross over from Manjee and join Major Craw
ford at Buxar, which he accomplished. I have acquainted General Stibbert wit!
what I have done, and the necessity of ordering up immediately another regimen

an